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WHAT diftreſs have thouſands of ſerious 
and thinking men felt in reading this 109th 
Pſalm, in which it is generally ſuppoſed that 
David uttered ſuch horrid curſes againſt his 
enemies And yet, &c. 

5 | DR. KennicoTT. 


THE 109th Pſalm, as it flands in our 
tranſlation, has given great and juſt offence to 
many good Chriſtians. But the difficulty may 
be removed, &c. 


5241 cix. 27. N 2 
Tho they curſe, yet bleſs thou: and let them be 


confounded that riſe up againſt me; but Jet thy 


| ſervant rejoice. © (Tranſlation in the Liturgy.) 
28. Let them curſe, yet bleſs thou : &c. 
trains ' "(Verſion in the Bible.) 


ter on the behalf of it,) is the uni- 
ſal charity which it enjoins. He 

XK K 
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adds, And we fhall find that cha- 
rity was likewiſe the doctrine of the 
Old Teſtament, For, - though the Jews in latter 
ages perverted ſome paſſages of their law to ſerve 

their own pride, or revenge, yet it is evident b 
many inſtances, that never any law, but that of 
Chriſt, obliged men to more humanity towards 
ſtrangers, or more charity towards enemies, 
Thus, If. thou meer thine enemy's ox or his aſs 
going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back to him 
again, If thou ſee the afs of him that hateth thee 
lying under his burden, and wouldeſt forbear to 
help him, thou ſhalt ſurely help with him,” Exod. 
xxili. 4. 5. Thou ſhall love thy neighbour as thy- 
| ſelf, we read Lev. xix. 18. and if a ſtranger ſo- 


but 


| ES NE of the greateſt excellencies of the 
| Chriſtian religion (ſays a great wri- 
2 


journ with thee in thy land, ye ſhall not vex him, 
A 2 


our Jr rejects“*. 


fulfilling of the law.” 


1 4 3 


but . ſhalt lod is welk fer. 3 % 34.— 


But, Thou ſhalt hate thine enemy is no where 
to be found in the Old Teſtament. And therefore 
thoſe words of Matt. v. G4: *are-to be. taken as a 
falſe” gloſs of the Jewiſh interpreters, and which 
* Thou ſhalt love the Lord 

thy God,” ray he, Matt. xxii. 37. © with all thine 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
ſtrength, and with all thy mind: this is the firlt 
and great commandment,, And the ſecond is like 
unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour. as thyſelf.” 
On theſe two hang all the law and the 2 
ver. 40. (i. e. on theſe they depend, and turn, as 
br n their hinges, and ſo bang: as the cardinal vir- 
the moraliſts.)—And, If ye fulfil this royal 

law, according to the ſcriptures, ye do well,” faith 
St. James, ii. 8. So that the Old Teſtament 4s 
not, in this reſpect, contrary to the new, “ and 
love” as ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. A 10. is the 


11 


But do not th and Aber like cbs of + it 
(ſome may be 8 9h ſeem evidently to conclude 
ainſt many ather paſſages of a. different- kind 


which are to be found in it? And. to paſs by 
the reſt at preſent) how in particular ſhall we be 
able to reconcile them to that mode of expreſſion, 
wherein David appears ſo bitterly to have curſed 
his enemies, eſpecially in Pſalms 35. 69. and 109? 
22 the laſt of which we read as follows, ** Set thou 


godly man to be ruler ad him; and let Satan 
at his right hand ;” i. e. let an adverſary 


Nag there to cu him; as was the cuſtom in 
the Jewiſh as in other courts) when ſentence 
is given upon him, let him be condemned; 
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76 See Dr. Jenkins's Reaforiablenel of the Chriſtian Reli- 


5505 vol. II. page 340, 345. 
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and let his peer be turned into fin : (or let his 


'etition be rejected.) Let his days be few ;—and 
et another take his office, Let his children be 
fatherleſs ;,—and his wife a widow.—Let his chil- 
dren be vagabonds, and beg thetr bread ; let them 
ſeek it alſo out of deſolate places. Let the ex- 
tortioner conſume all that he hath ;---and let the 
ſtranger ſpoil his labour —Let there be no man to 
pity him; nor to have compaſſion upon his father- 

fs children. Let his poſterity be deſtroy ed; and 
in the next generation let his name be clean put 
out. Let the wickedneſs of his father be had 
in remembrance in the ſight of the Lord; nor the 
fin of his mother be done away Let them always 
be before the Lord, that he may root out the 
memorial of them from off the earth P? ver. 5—.14: 
And tho? they curſe, — yet bleſs thou; and let 
them be confounded that riſe up againſt me. 
but let thy ſervant rejoice,” ver. 27.—Inſomuch that a 
once famous writer (in his way) after obſerving that, 
„ David in this Pſalm cix, beſtows the bittereſt 
curſes on his enemies,“ goes on to ſay,---* that 
the holier men in the Old Teſtament are repreſent- 
ed, the more cruel they ſeem to be, —as well as 
more addicted to curſing .?: : 
And ſhall we ſay, with ſome, in anſwer to this 
charge, that, This hath much of the ſpirit of 
the law in it; and that there is nothing like it in 
the goſpel ? or that, theſe imprecations 
were proper for thoſe times; when it was thought 
lawful to entertain hatred againſt private and pub- 
lic enemies: tho?, under the goſpel, it is not law- 
ful to wiſh any other to them, than you would wiſh 
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See Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, page 264. 265. 
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to yourſelf But will not others be apt to 
aſk, __<* Is this commenting upon. the ſcriptures 
like ſerious men? or is it not rather like i aying 
the droll upon holy writ ? By whom do they ſup- 
poſe ĩt was thought Jawful to hate an enemy? by 
the moſt excellent men of the Jewiſh church, 
penmen of holy Scripture, and writing by the 
tit of God l A prophane ſuggeſtion, will they 
. the New Lale oor nor the Old, at. 
we boa y ſuch: hatred, It nds condemned 
both by. the law, and the goſpel g. And 1 
will go on to add, There is nothing in the 
book of Pſalms, or any other part of the Old Tel: 
tament, contrary. to this; * will appear, if we 
conſider the peculiar reaſon far. thoſe expreſſions, 
which may ſeem to imply any thing that is ſo ; 5 
when, ſome of them, which ſound. like curſes, may 
be even bleſſings. in event as when temporal 
evils may be prayed for, to preſerve men from ſuch 
as are eternal; or to prevent their greater progreſſes 
in fn-—Thus,-* Put them in fear, O Lord, that 
the beathens may know themſelves to be but 
men.” Pialm ix. 20 —And conſonant to this Dr. 
Hammond tells us, from St. Auſtin, —in his note 
upon Pſalm Ixix. 22.23. Let their table be made 
A ſnare to them,” &c.—that this, and the follow- 


ing verſes, are to be underſtood in the future ſenſe, 
by way of prediction, and not of imprecation. 


yi indeed the Hebrew is in the future tenſe, (jehi, 
&c.) and is molt fitly rendered ſo.— And ſo in 
Pfalm xxxv. 4 and other like places, —the He- 
beg is as ah of the future, as of the i Ty 
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#* See Le Clerc on Pſalm cxxxvi. 8. 

2” Scripture vindicated, Part III. page 32. ſuppoſed by 
Dr. Waterland. 

t Dr. Jenkin, ubi ſupra. 
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CE SSL, 
tive mood and tenſe .. Aud, ſo the franſſation in 
all reaſon to be changed (jebuſbu,) not let them be 
confounaed,-—but they ſhall be confounded, or put to 
ſhame ; they ſhall be turned back; they ſhall be as 
chaff before the wind, &c.”=— And that David,” 
ſays he, elſewhere, © who was a prophet, inſpired by 
God with a knowledge of future events, ſhould 
thus rather predict, or denounce God's juſt judg- 
ments on obſtinate finners,---and that out of de- 
figns purely charitable, viz, by denouncing to 
work repentance, that ſo repentance may fruſtrate 
and cancel the denunciation, is much more rea- 
ſonable for us to reſolve, than that he ſhould fo 
frequently (in the ſpirit, when poſſibly without the 
power, of Elias) call for thunder from heaven up- 
on his own, or on God's enemies.“ He adds And 
according to this all the other Pfalms, which ſeem 
to be filled with curſes and imprecations on ſuch, 
ought to be underſtood. And then there remains 
no farther queſtion or difficulty how theſe, and the 
like paflages, are to be accommodated to the Chriſ- 
tian affection, and ſpirit,—than how the plain de- 
nunciations of the goſpel are to be entertained 

us as, Except ye repent, ye {hall all likewi 
periſh.” Thus far that able, and amiable critick ; 
and thus they are explicated in his paraphraſe and 
annotations on them +.—And thus, even as to thoſe 
terribly ſounding words, Fſalm lv. 16. Let death 
come haſtily upon them,----and let them go down 
quick into hell.” —Beſides that the word here ren- 
dered hell, may ſignify, as in many other places, 
no more than the grave 4; as particularly in Gen. 
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Indeed, we may ſay more 1 that lan hath 
no optative „ and no third perſon of nf Fr See 
Appendix, note 1. 


2 See him ubi ſupra. and preface to his annotations, folio, 
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1 38. where Jacob exclaims, that if miſchief 
ſhould. befall his fon Benjamin by the way, then 
ſhall, ye bring down my gray hairs with ſorrow to 
the grave; where the ſame word (Hesl) is uſed as 
here : there appears_to be in, this place no wiſh 
expreſſed in the original, but only a prophecy. as 
aforeſaid, that they (the deſperately and obſti- 
nately wicked, -ſuch as will not fear God) ſhall 
go down to the grave (and ſo indeed to hell, for 
want of repentance) quickly, or alive,—in their full 
ſtrength and vigour *®. Thus, Pſalm Ixviii. 21. 
& God ſhall wound the hairy ſcalp of him that go- 
eth on ill in his wickedneſs:“ and according to 
the laſt verſe of the lv. Pſalm, * Theeblood thirſ- 
ty and deceitful man ſhall not live out half his 
days ＋ 2 | 


— 
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gee Dr. Randolph's Sermon on Jeptha's vow, pa g 
in the appendix, No. 2. Jep e 
1. A paſſage of this ſort - as ſtrong, 7 as almoſt any 
in the Pſalms, - occurs in the hiſtory of David, 1. Sam. xxvi. 
-29,---where, ſpeaking to Saul after he had ſpared him the ſe- 
cond time, he ſaith, — If the Lord hath ſtirred thee up a- 
inſt me,---let him accept an offering: But if they be the 
children of men — curſed be they before the Lord, &c.”--But 
here too we have only to obſerve that the word be is not 
in the original,---and is inſerted by our tranſlators in a dif- 
ferent character, to ſhew that it is not ſo. | 
F add that this milder interpretation of theſe paſſages in the 
Old Teſtament, may, perhaps, ſerve too, in ſome ſort, to ex- 
lain that ſeemingly ſevere one of the apoſtle in the new, 1Tim. 
Iv. 14. Alexander the copper-ſmith did me much evil: the Lord 
reward him according to his deeds :”* For it is doubtful if the 
word here «50% ſhould not be ared>ou, will reward him ſo; 
as ſome copies of great antiquity and 8 it ſeems have 
it. (See Grotius on Pſalm cix.— tho“ Dr. Mill in loc. ſhews 


they are but few.) And this doubt is yet increaſed, in that 
the phraſe here uſed by the apoſtle occurring twice in the, Old 
Teſtament, viz. Pfalm xxviii. 4.---2 Sam. Iii. 39. in the for- 
mer the words are imperative, (ten lebem) give, or reward them; 
in the latter they are in the future, The Lord ſhall, or 

rding to his wickedneſs ;*? 


And 


will, reward the doer of evil acco 
and how ſhall we be certain to which he here alludes ?- 


{< 
And if there is any difference by whoſe mouth 
fuch words are ſpoken, —theſe are thro? that of 
David the king, the anointed of the God of 
Jacob, the ſweer pſalmiſt of Iſrael, as he is em- 


n ſtiled, 4 Sam, xxiii. 1. - and who there 
ays, The ſpirit of the Lord ſpake thro' me, 
and his word was in my tongue,“ ver. 2 
The man of God. and after his own heart, 2 Chr. 
viii. 14.—1 Sam. xiii. 14 — How far hows 
ever they differ from the uſual ſpirit or temper of 
this holy writer, arid how unlikely he was of him- 
ſelf to have wiſhed ſuch, or any evil, to his ene» 
mies,---we may learn from his own mouth, Pſalm 
vii. 3. and Pſm. xxxv. 11.--In the former of theſe, 
ſeeming to have heard himſelf falſely accuſed of 
ſomething of this fort,---he anſwers, with no ſmall 
degree of indignation,— O Lord, my God---if 
I have done any ſuch thing !---If I have done evil 
to him that hath dealt friendly with me! yea I 
have delivered him that without any cauſe wag 
mine enemy, (we read that he thus twice deliver- 
ed Sau}, when he had it in his power to have lain 
him) then lex mine enemy perſecute my ſoul, and 
take it; — yea let him tread my life down upon 
the earth, and lay mine honour in the duſt.” And 
in the latter, Falſe witneſſes,” ſays he, did 
riſe up againſt me z---they laid to my charge things 
that I knew not —— They rewarded me evil for 
good, to the great diſcomfort of my foul. Ne- 
vertheleſs, when they were ſick, I put on ſack- 
cloth, and humbled myſelf with faſting. -I be- 
haved myſelf as tho' he had been my friend, or 
my brother : I went heavily as one that mourneth 
for his mother,—or, as a mourning mother 


— 
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* And whoſe very name (the word David ſignifying in the 
Hebrew the beloved, or the lovely,) might have admoniſhed 
him in this caſe, —©* ut ameris, amabilis efte.” And 


| ( 10) 

And 2 Sam. xvi. 5. we have a moſt remarkable 
inſtance of his behaviour of this kind, when, in 
his moſt diſconſolate flight from Abſalom's pre- 
vailing rebellion, he came to Bahurim,.— “ Be- 
hold, from thence came out a man of the family 

of the houſe of Saul, whoſe name was Shimei, the 
|  forr of Gera: — he came forth, and curfed ſtill as 
| + He came, And he caſt ſtones at David, and at the 
| ſervants of king David. And thus ſaid Shimei 
| when he curſed ! Come out, come out, thou 
bloody man, and thou man of Belial, (which ſignifies 
wieked, and good for nothing) the Lord hath re- 
warded upon thee all the blood of the houſe of 
Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haſt reigned ; and the 
Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the hands 
of thy ſon Abſalom ; and behold thou art taken 
in thy miſchief,--- becauſe thou art a, bloody man.” 
Then ſaid Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah, unto the 
king,---let me go over, I pray thee, and cut off 
his head: for why ſhould this dead dog curſe my 
lord the king? And the king ſaid, what have I 
to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah ? ſo ler him 
curſe;—becavuſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, curſe 
David; and who, it may be, will Jook upon mine 
affliction, and requite me for his curling 
me this day.” Words very ſimilar to thoſe of my 
text, Tho” they curſe, yet bleſs thou.“ And 
we may further read, 2 Sam. xix. 16 —how he 
faved this man a ſecond time from the hands of 
the ſame 'Abiſhai, who would have ſlain him when 

he came the firſt to meet the king on his return in 
peace, and acknowledged. that he did this thing 
| petverſely, ver. 19.“ And the words above. Ic 
may be, that "the Lofd will look upon mine af- 
| fliction, and requite me good for his curſing me this 
| day,” may alſo ſerve to ſhew, that David thought 
Shimei's curſing him to. have been permitted of 

2 — | ” 
See Appendix, No. 3. 
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the Lord, rather as a tryal of his patience, than as 
what he underſtood to have been uttered by him 
in a ſpirit of prophecy ; as ſome have imagined . 
The general tenor of the Pſalms of David, of 
his penetential ones eſpecially,---and yet more par- 
ticularly his paſſionate lamentation, over Saul and 
Jonathan; 2 Sam. i. 17. &g,—{altho' he had been 
ſo unjuſtly and cruelly perſecuted by the former. 
and their deaths made way for him to the crown. 
which was at that time brought to him ;) and al- 
ſo over Abner and Amaſa, when treacherouſly ſlain 
by Joab. All theſe, I ſay, may juſtly be brought in 
proof of the prevailing mildneſs of David's gener 
diſpoſition, and of his natural gentleneſs of temper. 
As may his tenderneſs even to the laſt for Abs 
ſalom, his ſo undutiful and rebellious ſon,—as wit- 
neſſed by his charge before, and his behaviour after 
was ſlain by the ſame Joab, ſo expreſsly againſt 
his order, Deal gently, for my ke, with the 
young man, even with Abſalom :” and. Would 
to God that I-had died for thee, my ſon :” 2 Sam. 
Xvili, g. 33.-— His putting no man to death after 
the ſuppreſſion of that ſo extenſive a rebellion ; 
or even after a ten years civil war with Mephibo- 
ſheth, the ſon of Saul; except the murderers of 
his rival only. And let thine hand, O Lord m 
God, (faith he in a like ſpirit of meekneſs, = 
ee 2 Sam. xxiv. 17.1 Chro. xxi. 17) 
againſt me, and again my father's houſe 
but not on thy people.—-For theſe ſheep, what 
have they done +?” See appendix, No. 5. | 


* See appendix, No, 4. | | 
+ And this is no way inconſiſtent with his having been a 
man of war, and baving fied much blood in it, 1 Chro. xxit 
8. —Xxviii. 3.---Accordng to that of our diſcerning poet, 
n war did never lion rage more fierce; fr 
In peace was never gentle lamb more mild.” 

B 2 And 


4 
| 

| 

1 


would have been abſurd and contradictory 


8+) 


And, if it ſhould be yet objected, that there is 50 


| juſt argument from general characters againſt ſuch 


facts with which men may be charged on evidence. 
And that, if in particular we reaſon thus from Da- 
vid's general temper and diſpoſition only, we may 


as well argue againſt the probability of his having 


been guilty as to the matter of Uriah, tho? he him- 
felf confeſſed it fo plainly, 2 Sam. xii. 13. We an- 


ſwer, that this muſt be allowed to be ſo far true, 


that this ſort of argument can reach no farther than 
to a probability: tho? to a very fair one, (we 
preſume) where there is not much more to coun- 


terpoiſe it, than in the prefent caſe appears. 


I paſs on therefore to obſerve, that I have of 
late had the pleaſure to ſee I have not been alone 
in thinking, that the horrid impreeations with 
which this 109th Pſalm ſeems repleat, are rather 
introduced by David, as a ſample of ſuch as had 
been uttered againſt him by his enemies, (by Shi- 
mei, or others) than ſuch as he denounces a- 
gainſt them. For theſe curſes, &c. are not a- 
gainſt many, but againſt one perſon only.—** Set 
thou an ungodly perſon to be ruler over him,”---not 
them, &c. (i. e. perhaps, let his wicked ſon pre- 
Vail againſt him, and reign over him; thus, The 
Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the hands 
of thy ſon,” ſaid Shimei.) And beſides, both in 


the beginning and end of this Plalm,—David com- 


lains of the dreadful things ſpoken againſt him 
by others,. The mouth of the ungodly, (ſays 


he, ver. 1. 2.) the mouth of the deceitful is open- 


ed upon me.—They have ſpoken againſt me with 
falſe tongues z they have compaſſed mg about with 
words of hatred.” And, after reciting the words 


of his enemies, (as we ſuppoſe) he adds in the 


words of my text,--** Tho' they curſe, yet bleſs 
thou: and not, tho? I curſe, yet bleſs thou; _ 
„ Tor 


4404 
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* When one prayeth, and another curſeth, whoſe - 
voice ſhall the Lord hear?“ Ecc. xxxiv. 24, And 
when the ſame both prayeth and curſeth, how 
ſhall he be heard at all? And, if it be ſtill objected. 
that David yet ſeems to make theſe curſes his own 
by ſaying at ver. 19. Let it thus happen from 
the Lord unto mine enemies.” There is here a- 
gain no word expreſſive of a wiſh in the Hebrew ꝰ. 
add,—and tho' in the tranſlation of my text 
is ſaid, << and let them be confounded that riſe - 
up againſt me.” The ſame too is as true of this. 
1 It is in the original, they ſhall be confounded,“ 
ny: 1) the fame word as is mentioned before in 
xxxv. and both may be ſpoken, as hath been 
there ſhewn, but in his uſual way of prophecy, and 
not of imprecation : Thus it ſhall, or will 2 
| to them, unleſs they repent —“ Thus (ſays he 
elſewhere) have they digged a pit before me, and 
ſhall fall into the midi of it themſelves.” Pim. 
Ivii. 7 7. For, (to conſider this yet more minute- 
ly)—*< For the love that I had unto them, (ſays 
he at ver. 3.) lo! they take now my contrary part: 
but I give myſelf unto prayer.”——Now if theſe, 
which there follow, and which we have ſeen above, 
were David's prayers for his friends, or enemies, 
defend us from his curſes !—unleſs all bleſſing and 
curſing fignify juſt the ſame, as one word in the 
Hebrew language has been ſaid to,—and which 
ſeems to have left it doubtful, whether Job's wife 
adviſed him to curſe God, or, in an ironical way 
to bleſs him; in either 2 the ſenſe is much the 
ſame. But, thus have they rewarded me, (con- 
unues he, ver. 4.) evil for good, and hatred for 


* See Dr. "IAN TRE) s 2d diſſertation | on the Hebrew text, 
page of > from Dr. Sykes. 
ppendix, No. 6, 
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(14) 
my good will:“ Set thou an ungodly man 
to rule over him;“ and all that follows. Now, 
how can we underſtand this more eaſily, or ſcarce- 
© ly otherwiſe, than by — namely whilſt Thus they ſay, 
* Set thou an ungodly man to rule over him? &c.” 
which words immediately enſue from ver. 5. to 15. 
incluſive, And when we may obſerve more- 
over, that this is no uncommon topick, or way 
of ſpeaking with this facred writer. For thus, 
Pim. xlii. 12. 13.—** My bones, (ſays he) are ſmitten 
aſunder as-with a ſword, whilſt mine enemies that 
trouble me. caſt me in the teeth; namely, whilſt. 
they daily ſay unto me, where is now thy God l' 
Here we find the words, namely, whilſt they ſay 
vato me,” or the ſingle one (bamarim) which like 
our 'word---ſaying----cxprefies it in the Hebrew, 
actually inſerted, of which there ſeems to be an 
omiſſion between the words of Plm. cix above: 
as alſo in the following, viz. in Plm. xli. 5.—7. 
where it is not leſs apparent: Mine enemies 
ſpeak evil of me; when ſhall he die, and his 
name periſh ? All mine enemies whiſper together 
againſt me, even againſt me do they imagine this 
evil Let the ſentence of guiltineſs proceed 
againſt him, and now that he lieth, let him dib up no 
more.“ Words very ſimilar to thoſe of Pſm. cix. 
6. When ſentence is given upon him, let him 
be condemned.“ Tho' this Pſalm therefore is 
allowed to be David's, as the title of it imports, 


* The Pſalms being the very ſpirit of poetry, are more a- 
dapted to the ellipſis, than proſe.---One of the ſame kind oc- 
cuts, Pim. xxx. 8. Sh And it is obſerved by a great critick 
of our own, (Mr. Addiſon) that moſt of the modern heroic poets 
have imitated the ancients, in beginning. a ſpeech without 
premiſing that the perſon faid thus, or thus: but that it re- 

uires judgment to do it in ſuch a manner, as that the ſpeech 
all _ naturally without it. See the Spectator, No. 321. 
Vol. . ad fin. | . | 
1 | yet 
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t we may, perhaps, have ſcarce more cauſe to 
Fink, e which he there recites, art 
ſuch as he would have wiſhed to have befallen his 
enemies, than when he tells us in two other 
Pſalms, ** The fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is 
no God,”-—he ſhould be thought to have faid fo 
with him. | tr 
It is not however to be diſſembled, that the 
commentators, as well old as new, have almoſt to 
a man, interpreted the imprecations in this Pſalm 
as to be applied prophetically to the traytor Judas, 
ſupporting themſelves. upon the ſuppoſed autho- 
rity of Acts, i. 16. 20. “ where we read that, In 
. thoſe days St. Peter ſtood up in the midſt of the 
diſciples, and ſaid unto them,--** Men and brethren, 
this {cripture muſt needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghoſt, by the mouth of David, ſpake be- 
fore concerning Judas, who was guide to thoſe 
who took Jeſus.“ To which, perhaps, it may 
be ſufficient to reply, that the words here cited 
may as well be underſtood (both in the original, 
and our tranſlation) to mean, this ſcripture muſt 
needs have been fulfilled concerning Judas, or 
in his caſe, which the Holy Ghoſt ſpake before, 
(or, heretofore) without aſſerting it to have been 
ſpoken before, in the ſenſe of prophetically (as 
may ſound on the firſt hearing) of, or concerning 
him ;—and by the words this fcripture,—-the a- 
ſtle explains himſelf at ver. 20. ro mean, not 
this whole Pſalm, but the few words of it only 
which he there quotes from ver. 8. together with 
ſome others from Pim. Ixix. © And his biſhoprick, 
or office, let another take.”----And it is known to 
all, who are any way ſkilled in thoſe matters, that 
there are many parts of the Old Teſtament, which 


* See appendix, No. 7. 
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are referred to by the writers of the New, but by 
way of accommodation, or alluſion dnly ; i. e. by 
applying upon ſome occaſions, and to ſome perſons, 
ſuch things as were originally written of, or ſpo- 
| ken upon, others. : r ky - 
And how ealy it was, even for thoſe of old 
times, (either wilfully, or otherwiſe,) to miſinterpret 
ſcripture meanings. — and that ſuch errors are the 
worle for being of long ſtanding, we have a caſe in 
point, Matt. v. 43., where, to the words of Lev. xix. 
18. Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” 
the Jewiſh interpreters, even from old times, had 
boldly added, and hate thine enemy; and 
which our Lord therefore rejected, as I have be- 
fore obſerved. 232 | 
And when the ſame divine interpreter had af- 
terwards approved the anſwer of. the lawyer, Luke 
x. 27.-* Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, &c. and thy neighbour as thyſelf :* 
and he, willing to juſtify himſelf, faid unto Jeſus,--- 
„ And who is my neighbour?“ Our Lord, in- 
ſtead of a direct anſwer to him,. repeated his ad- 
mirable parable of the Samaritan; who, tho” 
the Jews deſpiſed, and had no dealings with his 
nation (Joh. iv. 9.) yet kindly and generouſly re- 
lieved one of them, who had fallen among thieves, 
KX. by which he taught him,-—and us thro' bim. 
when he bade him go, and do likewiſe, that our 


» This part was kindly corrected by Dr. Kennicott, the 
author having before followed ſome commentators in the no- 
tion of a double prophecy. See his ſermbn on Iſai. vii. 13. 
&c. and notes. 8 oak 3 

+ The words which St. Matthew, xxii. g7- Fates us as from 
our Lord himſelf, - are here recited by . Luke, x. 27, as 
2 the lawyer in reply to him: But this is ſufficiently 
cleared by Mark, xii. 30. 31. where we are told that each of 
them recited and approved them, as the firſt and great com- 

mandment of the law. 1 
chart- 


33 

Charitable aſſiſtance is not to be confined to our 
dyn nation, ſect, or party that in caſes of ex- 
treme diſtreſs,. tho the perſon labouring under it, 


be a perfect ſtranger to us.. tho molt unworthy,--- - 2 


tho* the greateſt enemy we have yet the conſi- 
deration of humanity, and of God's command. 
ought for tlie preſent, to ſilence all perſonal objections 
againſt him. Then that divine precept certainly 
takes place If thine enemy 2 Toy 
him; if he thirſt,---give him drink: fo (faith St. 
Paul, Rom. xii: 20. from Solomon, Prov. xxv. 22.) 
ſhalt thou heap coals of fire upon his head;” 1. e. 
we may be ſure, not with deſign to burn it, tho 
it may, in the event, have that effect, if he will not 
relent, nor ſuffer his evil to be overcome with our 
good) but to melt down his affections, and ſoften 
the hardneſs of his heart towards us. For I ſay un- 
to you, —love your enemies; bleſs them that curſe 
you ; and pray for them who deſpightfully uſe 
you, and perſecute you,” ſaith our bleſſed Lord, 
Matt. v. 44. And lo then, a greater than Solo- 
mon is here !” Matt. xii. 42. I ſhall only add by 
way of cloſe, (from the ingenious publication of a 
friend) That one ſingle action like that of the good 
Samaritan, — ends more to the enjoyment of hap- 
pineſe, even in this life, than the gratification of 
a malicious paſſion ten thouſand times repeated *.” 
And that Dayid, having been reſtrained from kil- 
ling Nabal, and his family, which in a ſudden 
heat of paſſion he had reſolved on, and ſet out to 
execute, (and which haſty reſolve of this man after 
God's own heart, may not be unlikely to be ob- 
jected againſt part of his foregoing character) 


an. 8 = a * oo 


* See a ſermon on charity by F. W.---the late Rev. Mr. 
Francis Welman, of Oakſey, Wilts : preached at Beaumaris, 
in Angleſey, 1750. Page 16. 8 
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appears to have received much greater pleaſore, 


| n he would have been kkely to have found in 
his deſtruction, tho he had been fo ovtrageouſ] 
| by that brutiſh cburi. “ And David 
ſaid to Abigail, {who had appeaſed him by her 
interpoſition) . bleſſed be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, which ſent thee this day to meet me, and 
bleſſed be thy advice,. and bleſſed be thou, which 
haſt kept me this day from coming to ſhed blood, 
and from avenging myſelf with mine own hand.” 
1 Sam. XXV. 32. 33. In a word, (ſays the au- 
thor of the hiſtorical account of the life of Pavid, 
vol. I. p. 221.) the reſolution againſt Nabal, was 
the reſolution of a mortal, not to ſay a military man, 
too much injured, and provoked.— The change, 
and the thankſgiving upon being averted from evil, 
were the ſentiments of a hero, and a faint.” 
I add,-—and of one who was likely to have ſaid, 
<* tho* they curſe, yet bleſs thou; and thy ſervant 
ſhall rejoice.” — * Blefling, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth on the 
throne, and unto the lamb, for ever and ever : 
Amen.“ Rev. v. 13. 


AP. 
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viz. Norzs, ExTracrs, &c. 


The following is 4 miſcellanzous Collection 
divers pre Bod with baue occaſinoally touched up- 


on the foregoing ſubjet: and may be read as 
notes on it, as there referred to, —er as 4 continu- 


ed piece, by way of ſupplement to it 


No, Fo 


— T is certain that the Hebrews have no fuck thin 
I in their language as an obtative mood. 
r 
conclude the defire or wiſh of him that ſpeaks. For the 
truth of this, I appeal to thoſe who are beſt ſkilked in that 
language.—2dly, They have however a way by which 
expreſs their with, or defire, that a thing ſhould come 
to paſs. This the Pſalmiſt does by two words {mi #iten, 
who ſhall give, or, oh] that any one would give) which 
the defire of the fpeaker. Thus ——* Oh! 
that the falvation of Ifrae] were come out of Sion. 
Pſm. Iii. 7.—or, © who ſhall give it out of Sion?” Pſm. 
xiv. 11. and, „Oh that I had like a dove,” lv. 
6. &c. After this manner does the miſt expreſs his 
wiſh, or defire.—But he no where uſes this expreſ- - 
ſion where Ne I 
“ 'T here is not in any places any ex- 
r 
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See Bp. Kidder's Serm. "bro. LE ts hr 
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Note from Dr. Randolph's /ermon an Feptitha's 
voto, page 35 


« THE 55th Pſalm is a elear prophecy of the un- 
timely. fate of Ahitophel. The 16th verſe runs in the 
Hebrew, and ſhould be interpreted, thus, Death 
. ſhall ſeize upon them: they ſhall go down into the 
3 alive; i. e. in their full ſtrength and vigour. — 
ut the Septuagint has rendered it «avs, &c,——and 
our Engliſh tranilation has made it much worſe, —* Let 
death come haſtily upon. them, and let-them go down 
quick into hell.” Where there are two capital faults,--- 
a moſt horrid curſe given us inſtead of a prophecy, 
and the word which in the Hebrew — the grave, 
or ſtate of the dead, rendered helf. Nor has our 
new tranſlation corrected either of theſe faults ; only it 
has put the grave in the margin. 

Thus alſo the rogth Pſalm, as it ſtands in our 
tranſlation, has given great and juſt offence to many 
good Chriſtians, But the difficulty may be removed by 
only rendering the verbs in the future tenſe, as they are 
literally in the Hebrew; and then the ſenſe will be plain 
and ealy. It contains a prophecy, firſt---of the fate of 

| N ſecondarily, of that ot the Traytor Judas. And 
to this laſt St. Peter has applied Acts i. 20. The 
-whole of the matter is, that there is no optative mood 
in the Hebrew language, but the future tenſe is uſed in- 
ſtead of it > and therefore verbs in the future may thus 
be conſtrued, when the ſenſe requires, or will admit of it.“ 
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LE Extract from Delany's 5 — Acceunt of the Life 
1 220 of David, Vol. III. page 338, 340. 
1 « BUT, as I have nothing in view but the manifeſ- 
1 tation of truth, I will not diſſemble, that David's charac- 
1 ter, as a generous enemy, hath been greatly impeached 
1 by his laſt dying charge to Solomon, in relation to Joab, 
= and Shimei; on both whom he deſires vengeance 
mauld be taken for thoſe crimes which he ſeemed to 
ve forgiven in the one, by ſuffering them to go lo 
long unpuniſhed, and which he exprelsly forgave in the 
Þ * » 


other 
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other, arid confirmed that forgiveneſs by an cath, that 
he ſhould not die. | p 

« To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, that Joab's murders 

werecrimes which David never did forgive, and very 
bly thought he could not, in contradiction of the | 
commands of God : and therefore that guilt he himſelf 
wanted only power to puniſh. © And I, (fays be) am 
this day weak, tho' anointed king, and the ſons of Zeru- 
jah be too hard for me: But—the Lord ſhall reward the 
doer of evil according to his wickedneſs.” 2 Sam. iii. 39. 
As to the other, - the obligation of his oath was 
purely N And I ware unto him by the | 
faying, I will not put thee to death.“ 1 Kin. ii. 8. 
* FA altho' David was bound, Solomon was at 
full li to vindicate the majeſty of kings in chaſftifing 
this nien Anil on his father: 210 acide when he had 
acted up to the piety and dignity of his own character, 
he very wiſely admoniſhed his fon to act up to the wit- 
dom of his. 2 Sam. xix. 21. 22. 23. we read,---< But 
Abiſhai faid,---ſhall not Shimei be put to death for this 
---becauſe he curſed the Lord's anointed ?---And David 
ſaid, ſhall there any Man be put to death this day m 
Ifrael ? &c. Therefore the king ſaid unto Shimei, thou 
ſhalt not die: and the king ſware unto him.” The 
ſenſe ſeems to be, thou ſhalt not at this time be put to 
death, merely for this offence. - . | 

„ But thou art a wiſe man, {ſays he to Solomon, 
1 Kings, ii. 9.) and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do 
unte him.” And how wiſely he contrived to bri 
the offender's blood on his own head. and juſtly, 
even by his own confeſſion, we read at large there, ver. 

O. to the end. 

And it it ſhould be here objected againſt the 
mildneſs of David's temper, that, when he had taken Rab- 
bab, the royal city of the children of Ammon, he brought 
forth the people that were therein, and put them under 
ſaws, and under harrows, and made them paſs thro” the 
brick-kiln, 2 Sam. xii. 31.--<* And thus did he to all the 
cities of the children of Ammon. This will not (we 
Hope) be underſtood to fignity, that he put this whole peo- 
ple thus cruelly to death: But only that he reduced them 
to a ſtate of ſervile drudgery, (as the Ægyptians had done 

by the Ifraelites of old) and made them work with the 


- 


* 4 


v » See Dr. Delany's life of David, vol. III. page 137. - 
| 1 : Wh. choo 
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inſtruments there mentioned; and as Joſhua had 
before reduced the people of Gibeon to be hewers o 
wood, and drawers of water, for the congregation of the 
Lord, - becauſe they had oyer- reached both it, and 
him, tho” they were ſore afraid for their lives, &c. as we 
read. Joſh. ix. and which was a much leſs provokin 
offence, than theſe had been guilty of to David, and 


his ſervants.— And it may be farther obſerved, 
that, When David was obliged by the command of 
God (intimated by a famine of three years conti- 
nuance) to give up ſome of Saul's family to juſtice, 
for the murder of ſome of theſe Gibeonites, whom Saul 
fought to ſlay in his zeal for Ifrael, and Judah, 2 Sam. 
xxi. he ſpared Mephiboſheth, Micha his ſon, and their 
families,—the male deſcendants of Saul and Jonathan, 
his eldeſt ſon, Who alone could have any pretence to diſ- 
pe the crown, with him ;---one of whoſe offspring, 
lam, had many ſons, and ſons fons, an hundred and 
fifty, who were afterwards mighty men of valour, ar- 
chers, &c. as we read 1 Chr. viii. 34. and gave up only 
Saul's baſtard children, and thoſe of his daughter by 
Adriel,----who had no right, or pretence to the throne, 
whilſt any of all theſe were living. And thus he ſhew- 
eth his inviolable regard to his oaths, his tenderneſs 
to Saul, — and the warm:h of his gratitude and friend- 
ſhip to Jonathan., (See Dr, Chandler's review of the 
hiſtory ot the man after God's own heart, p. 217. 292.) 


No. 4. 


8 AND here (fays the fore-cited writer) we have 
in few words a clear comment upon all the curſes 


throughout David's Pſalms. They are all prophetick 
denunciations of divine vengeance. David curſed be- 


cauſe God commanded him: and how could he tell 
Put Shimei had the fame commiſſion to curſe him, al- 


. the?, perhaps, in his rage he exceeded it? He knew 


Himfelt innocent of the blood of Saul now charged upon 
him ; but, at the fame time he knew himſelf guilty of 
the blood of Uriah: and who knew, whether this was 
not part of the vengeance dut to it“? © And, —1 
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chooſe (fays another learned author) to reſt the thing 
entirely upon the divine warrant — by private im- 
pulſe of the ſpirit, or outward direction) as appearing the 
eaſieſt, and ſhorteſt rule, and which will hold univerſal- 

z which perhaps the other interpretations will not. 

or there are ſeveral imprecations in ſcripture, which 
ſeem not fairly reduceable to the head of prophecies . 
And it has been obſerved more lately by a writer of 
great merit, that the verbs of the imperative mood 
(vnde and 5%) in the former part of St. Peter's quo- 
tation, Acts i. 20. which is taken from Pſm. Ixix, and 
aaGe of the latter, in the optative, are very unfavourable 
to the opinion of thoſe who render theſe imprecations in 
the future ſenſe : and that it is hoped the ſenſe it aims at 
removing may be ſufficiently obviated by conſidering, that, 
when a being of infinite wiſdom, and mercy, wills the 
infliction of any puniſhment, as abſolutely neceſſary to 
the vindication' of his honour, —it is our duty to will 
it alſo ; as when we pray that the will of God may be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven : and that he ſees there- 
fore no inconvenience in ſuppoſing, an inſpired writer, at 
the ſame time that he foretells the puniſhment, which 
God has abſolutely determined to inflict on any parti- 
cular perſon, —-to have been directed to expreſs his own 
defire (a deſire which it was his duty to entertain) that 
the meaſures which God ſees neceſſary to the ſupport of 
his laws, may be accompliſhed *. 

Now, —tho' we may perhaps agree with him, where, 
and fo far as, this will of God, and deſire of his prophets, 
are certainly expreſſed ;—-yet here,---whether, and how 
far, theſe are at all expreſſed, are the very matters in 
diſpute. Or,—to borrow the better words of the in- 
genious author of the addreſs to the rational advocates 
of the church of England on this ſubject, by Tyro 
Phileleutherus g, 1768, If any man can have a 
full perſuaſion, that the all wiſe God has decreed the 
abſolute reprobation of particular perſons, their entire 
rejection from mercy, and eternal miſery, conſequent 


8 


+ See Scripture vindicated, part 3d, p. 24. 
See the late Mr.Merrick's annotations on the Plalms, 
page 222. 121 : 

t Since acknowledged by the Rev. Dr Duncan, rector of 
South Warnborough, Hants. See an advertiſement at the 
end of his viſitation ſerm. on Matt. v. 20. at Baſingſtoke, 1769. 


upon 
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upon if,—he may, he muſt, in that caſe, acknowledge 
their coridemnation to be juſt. But how it can enter 
into the mind of man to coneeive the leaſt propriety in 
making this the ſubject of a petition to God, is, I 
own, paſt my comprehenſicn, &c.“ (page 59, note.) 
This learned writer ſeems likewiſe to think, that the ob- 
jet ion from the imperative and optative Greek verbs a- 
dove, may be ſufficiently anſwered, by ſuppoſing the 
apoſtle to have quoted them as he found them in the 
Septuagint tranſlation. Page 67. note. 
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IF it ſhould be here aſked, If, (according to 
1 Kings xv. v.] David did that which was right in the 
fight of the Lord, and turned not aſide from any thing 
that he commanded him, fave only iri the matter of 
Uriah the Hittite :”—how we ſhall reconcile this with 
What we read 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. that David's heart 
fmote him after that he had numbered the people. 
« And David ſaid unto the Lord I have finned greatly 
in that I have done?” It may be anſwered, that he ap- 
s not herein to have turned afide from any expreſs 
command of God ;—nor is it here diſtinctly faid where- 
in he finned fo greatly in this matter; whether it was 
(as ſome of the commentators tell us) that he neglected 
to pay the half ſhekel a head which is ordered on ſuch 
numberings, Exod. xxx. 12. 15 —0r, which may ſeem 
more |:kely, that the greatneſs of their numbers may have 
lifted up 2 heart from God, and tempted him to truſt 
in ſome fort, in their arm of fleth ;—allowing how- 
ever this ſin to Have been great, from the greatneſs of 
the puniſhment inflicted on him by God for it; we 
are told yet at ver. rſt, ** That the anger of the Lord 
was kindled againſt Iſrael, and he moved David to num- 
| ber them, &c.”—In the times of peace, plenty, and 
indulgence, FREE this period, they feem to have 
been guilty of ſome national offence, which moved the 
Lord againſt them: And in the parallel paffage, 1 Chro. 
xxi. I. that Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked 
David to number them.” It appears then from both 
theſe paſſages together, that Satan did this by God's 
permiſſion ; as God, according to James i. 13. tempt- 
eth no man, —i. e. ſo as to entice him into ſin, 3 
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often tries, or proves his ſervants, i. e. not sa if he 
knew not how they would behave,---but places them in 
ſuch circumſtances, in which they may prove, or evidence 
their virtues to themſelves, or others :- This fin then 
of David (whatſoever it was) was not ſo much his own, 
as it aroſe thus, in part, from foreign ſuggeſtion, — as was 
that other, in which he was ſo tempted, as to be 
drawn away by his own luſt and enticed, Ibid ver. 12. 

It is ſaid by our great Dr. Clarke,. (Vol. VII. Serm, 
9. P. 208. Ea. 8vo.) that,. David----the man after 
God'sown heart, was indeed guilty of ſome ↄctions which 
are very far from being juſtifiable : but then thoſe ac- 
tions are expreſsly excepted, as being not parts, but blots 
in that character. As he does not mention any 
particulars, - we need but to obſerve, that this appears to 
be directly contrary to what is aſſerted of him by the 
facred writer 1 Kings xv. 5. But on which ſee Dr. 
Porteus's note in the laſt page of this. 


No. 6. 


THE reader, (ſays Dr. Kennicott &,) is indebted for 
thefollowing remark to the late Dr. Sykes ; who has given 
it in the preface to his comment on the epiſtle to the He- 
brews.” ——And- Mr. Merrick, in anſwer to a queſ- 
tion from Dr, Lowth,---whether he had conſidered Dr. 
K. 's quotation from Dr. S. that the curſes, ver. 6.---19, 
are thoſe of David's enemies upon him? tells us, „he 
ſhall make no other apology to his learned and ingenious 
friend for the freedom with which he examines his 
criticiſms, than what their common deſign (on of il- 
luſtrating and defending the ſacred text) ſuggeſts.” 

And, after acquainting us that Dr. K. has, ſince the pub- 
lication ot his learned work, favoured him with a tranſ- 
lation of this whole Pſalm, (which he has inſerted in his 
appendix, No. 4. p. 306.) in which the 2oth verſe is 
rendered thus, This behaviour of mine enemies is 
from the Lord; in ſupport of which he quotes 2 Sam. 
xvi. 10. 11.---urges two reaſons only of his diſſent from 
this interpretation, viz. 1ſt, that there is ſome, difficulty 
in ſuppoſing the inſpired author of the Pſalm to have 
diſtinctly repeated the impious ſpeeches of his enemies 


— „ 
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* See his 2d diſſertation on the Hebrew text, p. 581, note. 
; D thry* 
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thro' almoſt half the extent of ſo long a compoſition: 
and. adly, that it yet ſeems more difficuſt to imagine, that 
any part of ſuch impious ſpeeches ſhould be quoted by 


an apoſtle as a prophetical portion of ſcripture . But 
may not the learned author have objected the firſt difficulty 


to ſuppoſing the inſpired writer of Deut. xxvii. xxviii. to 
have filled more than one half of ſo long a compoſition with 


| curſes, as he there has done? -The latter is, it is pre- 
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ſumed, fully anſwered in the foregoing; p. 5.'16. & p. ſeq. 
If not,---we may even venture to leave them both in 
their full ſtrength, with a valeat quantum quæque 


.yalere poteſt.“ T ho', the fame thought with that of 


Dr. Sykes having occurred to the writer of this, long 
before he knew it had been remarked: by him, or any 
other, he was at firſt induced to diſtruſt it by being re- 
ferred to Acts. i. 16. 20. 0 I Si 
But how eafily a facetious writer ſteps over the 
whole of the foregoing, may appear from the fol- 
lowing extract from the hiſtory of the man after 
God's own heart, p. 97. 98. When the vindic- 
tive tenor of any of David's ſalms has been inſiſted on, 
the tranſlation is immediately cenſured, prudently e- 
nough, (ſays he) as every one, who has the ſenſe to 
perceive the incongruity between ſuch bloody wiſhes 
and denunciations, and the acknowledged purity and 
mercy of the beneficent father of nature, may not 
have learning enough to diſpute about Hebrew points, 
and to make them point what meaning he pleaſes $” 
„However, ſuch a one, by comparing the labours of He- 
brew critics, may yet be enabled to form ſome judgment 
between rl, or inſtance, in that terrible 109th 
Pſalm, —it is certain our Doctors in Divinity do not 


like it. Some therefore ſay, ** That the verbs are not 


tranſlated 'in their proper tenſes, and that prophetick 
declarations are thus miſtaken for the Pſalmiſt's execra- 
tions.” Others again ſay, ** That to be lure they are 


-imprecations,,but not the imprecations of David, but 


thoſe of his enemies on him, which he there only re- 
lates.” O happy men ! {fays he) why do we not all 
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I See his annotations on this Pſalm, p. 221. 222. 


S But, as the Hebrew points are here no point in que ſtion, 


to what is the poignancy of this ſentence pointed: REY 
x | . earn 


ARE, N, 1 27 


learn Hebrew Ay, why do we not indeed, ſay 17 
ſo many of us however as have leiſure, and are ſo ſtrange- 
ly inclined to entertain the world on ſubjects which neceſ- 
ſarily require a competent knowledge of it !— 

_« THIS IS NOT PRENTICES WORE:” 
ſays (I think) the learned and ſerious Dr. Chandler, 


No. 7. 


IT cannot be denied however, that the commenta- 
tors, &c. have (as I have faid) almoſt to a man, in- 
terpreted the imprecations in this Pfalm as to be ap- 
plied prophetically to the traytor Judas ; ſupporting. 
themſelves on the ſuppoſed authority of Acts i. 16. 20. 
inſomuch, that I know of but one (Le Clerc) who has 
ventured to gainſay it, and he has been reproached for 
it by others of good name. This Plalm cix. is 
undoubtedly David's, as the title of it imports, and it 
was penned by the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. To 
both which St. Peter gives his teſtimony, Acts i. 16.— 
Le Clerc, in his comment on this Pſalm, would per- 
ſuade us, that the words ca ry no prophecy in them: 
which is directly contrary to St. Peter's words. And as 
this is not the firſt time that learned critick has been bolder 
than becomes him, and has ſuggeſted the ſame thing; 
ſo I may obſerve that he has been abundantly corrected 
for it by able hands, referred to in the margin, This 
Pſalm therefore, as I before hinted, is praphetic of the 
treachery of Judas, and declarative of the divine ven- 
geance hat ſhould fall upon his head +.” © It centains 
a prophecy, 1ſt, of the fate of Doeg ; 2dly, of that of 
the traytor Judas: and to this laſt St. Peter has ap- 
plyed it, Acts i. 20 *. And ſome of the church of 
Rome have even gone fo far, as to leave David and his 
enemies quite out of the intention of this Pſalm, and 
to apply the curſes it contains ſolely to that traytor, and 
the unbelieving Jews. For which there is no better 
reaſon given by the great cardinal Bellarmin, — than 
<< that there is no mention of David and his perſecutors 
in the title of the Pſalm, (as if there was a mention of 


5 


1 * ſcripture vindicated, part 3. p. 22. 
: + Randolph's my retro, p. 20 
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Judas, and the others there) and that many of the fa- 
thers, &c. of great name, whom he cites on the occaſi- 
on, have interpreted it ſo before him f. And ſome have 
ſeemed to think it worthy of remarking, that there are 
Juſt thirty curſes contained in this whole pſalm ;—be- 
ing exactly equal to the number of pieces of money for 
which that ſon of perdition ſold our Lord: and which 
they are therefore- very ſcrupulous in numbering ;—as 


alſo in ſeeking out the firſt who had the glory to make 
this ſhrewd remark *. 


But what one of all theſe thirty curſes de we find de- 
nounced againſt this wretch by the meek Saviour of 
mankind himſelf, when he was actually betrayed by 
him ? who, as we read, Matt. xxvii. 50. 51.—then only 
ſaid unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
But ſuffer ye thus far, and he touched the ſervant's ear 
which Peter had cut off, and healed it: And the worſt 
that he appears ever to have ſaid of him, is at ver. 24. 
<< It had been good for him, if he had not been born!“ 


| + See Explanatio in Pſalmos, Bellarmino Cardinali Lug- 
duni, 1612, p. 821. in Tit. & Arg. Pſm. 108. on which it may 
be noted that, the vplgate tranſlation having annexed the ten 
Pſalm to the ninth, ſo as to make but one of both, is the occaſion 
that thoſe who follow it count one ſhort of others (and thus, 
Pſm. 109, is with them 108) to Pſm. 147. which that tranſla- 
tion divides into two, and ſo makes the whole number of the 
Pſalms 150, as with us. ; 

S ͤ⸗„ñ». —— Petrus Damiani, ſcribens 
Cadaloo anti-papz, affirmat contineri in hoc Pſalmo tri- 
ginta maledictiones adverſus Judam, pro numero de- 
nariorum quibus vendidit Chriſtum.— Hoc ipſum tra- 
didit Rupertus. Beda, explanans acta apoſtolorum, prior 
adhuc idem docuit, fed et a quodam auctore græco, quem 
non nominat, idem adnotatum admonet Agellius.“— 

Vide Lorinum, & ſoc. jeſ. in Pſalmos, vol, 3. fol, p. 293. 
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UT it may yet be aſked,—-** Whether the deſerip- 
tion following the repetition of the curſes, ver. 16. 

to 20. can be applied to David, viz. that he remembered 
not to ſhew mercy, that he perſecuted the poor needy man, 
that he loved curſing, and cloathed himſelf with it, as 
with a garment ? We anſwer,—certainly not juſt- 
ly; or what have we been proving ?—tho* even this is 
agreeable to a part of Shimei's accuſation of him,. —“ be- 
cauſe thou art a bloody man, &c. - and he had before 
complained that the wicked had ſpoken againſt him with 
a lying tongue, as well as fought againſt him without a 
cauſe. But I rather take this part of the Pſalm to be a 
return to the deſcription of his enemies, which had been 
intermitted from ver. 4. (the repetition of their curſes 
being inſerted between as in a parentheſis) Thus have 
they rewarded me evil for good, &c.“ ver. 4. and that 
becauſe his mind was not to do good, &c. ver. 15.— 
And it has been ſuggeſted to me, that* the change of 
perſons, from the plural to the ſingular,-which may 
be here objected, may poſſibly be thus accounted for, 
viz. that David thus far ſpeaking of his enemies collec- 
tively, ſuddenly reflects on ſome principal one of them, 
{50 on Shimei, or Doeg) and thenceforth proceeds in the 
ngular number.—Thus alſo Pſm. xli. 5. 6.—-** Mine 
enemies ſpeak evil of me, &c.” and © if he come to ſee 
me, he ſpeaketh vanity.” The commentators ſeem 
rightly to explain.“ If he, i. e. if any one of them, 
come to ſee me, &c. And thus too the Engliſh verſe 
tranſlation by Tate and Brady has expreſſed this change 
of perſons at ver. 6. viz. 1 heir guilty leader ſhall be 
made to ſome ill man a ſlave.” —I add,—that as we read 
2 Sam. xix. 17. that Shimei came to meet David on his 
return in peace with a thouſand men of Benjamin with 
him ;—it is not likely that he was wholly unaccompa- 


nied 
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nied at the time he ſignalized himſelf by curſing him 
ſo bitterly : and perſecuted the poor helpleſs man, to lay - 
him that was vexed at the heart, as at ver. 18. whic 
words ſeem very deſcriptive of David's moſt diſconſolate 
condition, when Shimei thus curſed him at Bahurim ; 
beſides that he ſeems to ſay expreſsly at ver. 22. <* I am 
that poor helpleſs man.” 

It may be thought of leſs conſequence, perhaps, to 
note, that the latter parts of each verſe which contain 
the imprecations in this Pſalm, ſeem, for the moſt part, 
but reſponces to the parts foregoing, or an aſſent to 
them ſeverally, with ſome aggravation ; and being con- 
need to them by the conjunctive, or disjunctive parti- 
cles, and or nor, (thus—*<* Let his days be few; and a- 
n6ther take his office: Let his children be fatherleſs ; 
aud his wife a widow : Let there be no man to pity him; 
nor to have compaſſion upon his fatherleſs children.” ) 
may lead us to ſuppoſe, they may have been recited by 
Shimei and his companions as by a precentor and his 
choir; and in Dr. Grabe's edition of the ſeptuagint 
tranflation of this pſalm, it is thus divided into hemiſ- 
ticks, or half verſes, as if deſigned to be pointed to be 
fung, or ſaid, as in our churehes the whole ones 
are read by the minſtier and congregations in our 
daily ſervice. 

„ Alternis dicetis ; amant alterna camznz :” 


fays the great Roman poet. And we know this 
was not at all unuſual with the Jews 
as when Moſes and the children of Iſrael ſang unto 
the Lord, and Miriam and all the women went out 
after her, and anſwered them, as we read in Exod, 
xvi. 20. 21.-——and as the women anſwered one a- 
nother as they played, and ſaid, „Saul has ſlain his 
thouſands ;-———and David his ten tbhouſands.““ 1 Sam, 
xviii. 7. and as the bleſſings and curſings were parti- 
cularly ordered by God to be pronounced alternately 
with great ſolemnity by the ſeveral tribes of Iſrael aſ- 
ſembled for that purpoſe on the oppoſite mountains of 
Ebal, and Gerizim. Deut. xxvii. paſſim. | 

The plain fact as to the tranſlations of the ſuppoſed 
imprecations in the book of Pſalms, - -ſeems to have 
been ſcarce more than this, viz. that ſome of the firſt 
interpreters having taken the harſner ſenſe of thaſe Parts 
bs: 28 | 0 
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of ſcripture.---which (as is before ſhewn) are fairly as 
capable of a milder, the reſt have followed them therein, 
till length of time has given a kind of ſanction to it. 
But, that almoſt all the verbs in the imprecatory Pſalms, . 


{90 they have been called) appear to have been miſt 
ated, viz. that they are expreſſed in the Hebrew inthe 
future tenſe, and that this future does not neceſſarily 
require an imperative or optative ſenſe,---has been'fully 
and diſtinaly proved in a late ingenious publication en- 
titled an Addreſs to the rational Advocates of the Church 
of England, and all who read the holy ſcriptures in the 
original language: the learned author of which, has cho- 
ſen to conceal himſelf under the name of Tyro Phile- 
leutherus. Dodſley, 1769 9. 5 2 

The life and character of David have been of late day: 
Folly . lained, and ſifted as wheat, (Luke xxii. 31) 
by Meſſrs. Bayle, gan, &c. and more eſpecially by 
the Hiſtory of the Man after God's own heart, on 112 
one ſide: and by Drs. Delany, Chandler, Patten, Mr. 
Francis, &c. in their ſeveral publications on the o- 
ther. And the ſubje&t of the imprecations in his 
Pſalms (beſides what is faid of them by all the commen- 
tators) having been pretty fully handled by Dr. Jenkin in 
his reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Rel. vol, 2, p. 240. 
&c. by Dr. Stanhope on the epiſtles and goſpels, vol. 2. 
p. 160, &c. and in Mr. Lowth's anſwer to five letters 
on inſpiration, p. 216.——228. and table of contents, 
p. 5: To theſe we need, perhaps, add only Bp. Kid- 
der's ſerm. on Mat. v. 43. 47. and Dr. Porteus's in- 

enious diſcourſe, at Cambridge, on 1 Sam. xiii, 14. 

ov. 22, 1761, (which diſtinguiſhes between his regal 
and private character,) to compleat our reading on theſe 
ſubjects, : 


* This is fince acknowledged by the Rev. Dr. Duncan, 
rector of South Warmborough, Hants. See his viſitation 
ſermon, on Matt. v. 20. Carnan and Co. 1769. 
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The following notes are extratted fran tht diſcourſe 


av cg taft mentioned, p. 4. 5. and ö. (viz.) 

We See Divine Legation of Moſes V. iii. B. 4. S. 6. 
p. 354. 3d edit. Where the late hiſtorian of David 
might have found many of thoſe difficulties which he 
Bys are beyond the power of /ay-ſkil! to reconcile, elear- 


ed up by the hand of a maſter.” . 


lt is obſerved (Hi/. of the Man after God's own 
beart, p. 52.) that David's moral character ſeems to be 
pronounced faultleſs, (x Kings xv. 5.) except in the 
matter of Uriah. We reply, that the ſcripture in 
this (as in many other places) muſt neceſſarily be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak only in general; intimating that king 
David's conduct was in the main good and right, — 


Lf 
. 


ough he might be guilty of other faults, yet none of 
them were ſo groſs and enormous, ſo directly re- 
Pvgnant to the expre/s commands of God as this; 
and therefore not ſo neceſſary to be pointed out, 
and particularly diſtinguiſhed, Whoever is well ac- 
quainted with the ſcripture phraſeology muſt allow 
that it not only admits but perpetually requires Tuch re- 
ſtrictions as this See Matt. v. 48. It muſt be fur- 
ther remarked; that the two parts of the verſe in queſ- 
tion (1 Kings v. 5.) are entirely diſtinct, and indepen- 
dent of each other. The firſt part giving us David's 
regal, and the other his private character. In his regal, 
be did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord; 
and even in his. private conduct, (adds the ſacred hiſto- 
rian) he turned not afide (in any notorious degree) from 
what Ged commanded him, except in the matter of 
Uriah. No argument therefore. can be founded on the 


exception in the latter part of the verſe againſt the inter- 
pretation above given of the former part, nor conſe- 
quently againſt the uſes made of that interpretation.” 


Et. 1:6 


Errata :----P. 9. note, lin. ult. after the word efo, add 
, to bleſs, and curſe not, Rom. xii. 14.—-P. 11. line 22, after 
2 Sam. v. 33. inſert the words As al/o * ki 
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